
     My father, Chaplain Roger Haefer B.R.E., B.S., Th.M., D.Min., is a mountain of a man. He stands at 6’4” tall and weighs over 300
lbs. While I would not describe him as an athletic individual, I have seen him lift more than any man should be able to lift, launch a
softball over the center field fence for a home run, and I have felt his heavy hand scold me for wrong doings more than once growing up. As
you may determine from the long string of abbreviations behind his name, he is not a stupid man. Besides a minister, he also obtained his
teaching degree from EOU, worked for the Union Co. Sheriffs Dept., and has written a few books. My father and I have never seen eye to
eye on many things, and as a result; I don’t talk about him much. One of the things my father and I have always had in common through
the years is our love of guns. I have always shared my father’s beliefs; the only safety needed on a gun is the person carrying the gun. Every
adult should know how to use a gun, and every child should know what to do if they find a gun. As officer Craig Ward says, “A well armed
community is a safe community.”

     Where my father and I differ in gun safety is on the issue of the concealed weapon permit. I believe that if you’re big enough to pack a
gun, you should not hide that gun. (Too many John Wayne movies, I’m sure.) However, my grandpa had a concealed weapon permit for the
.38 snub-nosed revolver that he kept in the glove box of the Cadillac. So when my father told me of his intention to get his concealed
weapon permit, I thought nothing of it. However, when he presented for inspection a pea shooter with more safeties than any gun should
ever have, red flags began popping up in my head. The mental picture of my father pulling a tiny pistol from his pocket was quickly
trumped by the more entertaining picture of the kind of person that would actually be stupid enough to attempt to harm a man the size of
my father. The only question that came out of my mouth at the time was, “why on earth did you buy a gun that small and with so many
safeties?”  While I do not remember the short answer he gave, the long answer is as follows…

     Many years ago, my father had bought a Derringer as a gift for my grandfather. The gun had no safeties and was a pain to shoot, but it
was a neat gun.  This was the gun my father originally chose to carry as a concealed weapon. He kept the Derringer in the pocket of a
Pendleton Wool western vest he often wore. My father, being a big smorgasbord fan, decided to take his wife out to a romantic dinner at
Wild Horse Casino in Pendleton, Oregon. Towards the end of dinner he excused himself from the table to use the facilities. I’m not quite
sure how it happened, but apparently as he was getting up from the throne, the gun fell from his pocket and upon hitting the floor the
weapon discharged and blew up the toilet. I am sure there are many moments in the course of a mans life that he wishes he could have been
a fly on the wall, but I would have paid money to have seen the look on my fathers face as he stood in the middle of that bathroom stall;
ears ringing from the gun blast, water spewing all over the floor, covered in Lord knows what.

      He cleaned up the best he could and exited the restroom to find a security guard. Knowing my father, I am sure he felt like Joe Friday
from Dragnet, as he immediately presented his concealed weapon permit at the security station at the front of the casino. I’m quite sure
the guards would have described him more like Maxwell Smart, Agent 86, as he explained his mishap to the guard, who had presumed the
ruckus that had been reported earlier was someone dropping dishes in the kitchen.  He did not report any consequences from the casino,
but I am sure that once the casino security guards escorted him to the restaurant where my unknowing step-mother was patiently waiting,
the guards took pity on him and left him to the wrath of his wife. I pried my father for additional information about the consequences of
his grand adventures at Wild Horse Casino, but all he would divulge is that my step-mother told him that if he insisted on packing a gun,
(which she did not think highly of), then he would have to get one that had safeties on it to prevent this sort of thing from happening
again.

      I know I have made light of this situation, and I hope you enjoyed the humor at my father’s expense, but please note that this story
could have ended tragically just as easily.  While we are Americans, and enjoy the right to keep and bare arms, this freedom comes with a
level of responsibility. As many of you know, I organize (I use that term lightly) the Bronson Gun Show every Mothers Day here in La
Grande. I am also the local representative for The Eddie Eagle GunSafe® Program which teaches children in pre-K through third grade
four important steps to take if they find a gun. These steps are presented in an easy-to-remember format consisting of the following simple
rules: If you see a gun: STOP! Don't Touch. Leave the Area. Tell an Adult. This program was developed through the combined efforts of
such qualified professionals as clinical psychologists, reading specialists, teachers, curriculum specialists, urban housing safety officials, and
law enforcement personnel. The program is not meant to teach whether guns are good or bad, but rather to promote the protection and
safety of children. The program makes no value judgments about firearms, and no firearms are ever used in the program. Like swimming
pools, electrical outlets, matchbooks and household poison, they're treated simply as a fact of everyday life. With firearms found in about
half of all American households, and probably higher in our neck of the woods, this program has no agenda other than accident prevention.
Safety is always a good thing, especially with our children. If you have any questions about the program, give me a call at the store. We are
happy to keep safety first in our community.
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SAFETY FIRST!
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By: Chris Haefer

Happy Thanksgiving



     It is that time of year again! Wake up a little early, start your car, scrape the windows and don’t forget
your coat!!! The frost has hit!

   Whether you have been a homeowner for 30 years, or this is your first year owning your home, I can
guarantee their will be many out there that feel the ‘bad mood’ strike due to a problem with their house! Last
year, I heard of so many homeowners that had ‘problems’ arise with the cold months that set them back
financially, or even left them without heat for weeks!

    There are cautionary steps you can take right now to help prevent many of the common problems that come
up with the cold weather. Even though you can’t prevent every problem, these may help slim down the
problem list!

     Do you have a sprinkler system? Shut them off and have the pipes blown for any lagging water to avoid
freezing! Did you know that the foundation of a house has vents? Many of my first time homebuyers do not
realize that these vents need to be covered to avoid your house pipes from freezing during winter months! Go
out and look in your tool shed, do you have the proper ice scrapes, shovels and blowers ready to go for the
snow? Do you have a gutter system? We have had a lot of leaves flying around the valley, clean out your
gutters and flush out the downspouts!

     Let’s head inside… Call a service professional and have your furnace and system inspected. Don’t wait too
long, or you could be on an even longer waiting list as everyone else starts to use their furnace. (While you are
at it, check your filter, does it need to be changed?) Do you have a woodstove? Check out your chimney and
get it cleaned. Dig out your space heaters and test them out! (Space heaters that malfunction are one of the
leading causes of home fires!) Windows a bit drafty? Purchase heavy curtains or plastic seal your windows for
added insulation from the cold!

    The first frost has already hit, don’t wait too much longer before you start on these common problems
during the winter! Make this winter a cozy, sit by the fire with cocoa kind of season, instead of one where you
feel like you are constantly fighting problems with your house!

Sharron Langdon
Broker
RE/MAX Real Estate Team
2106 Island Ave.

La Grande, OR. 97850

541-963-1000 Office

541-913-4306 Cell

DID YOU KNOW?
Each office independently

owned and operated.
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The first lasted three days.  wanted
the turkey to be the national bird of the United States. The annual

 tradition began in the 1920's. In the US, about 280
million turkeys are sold for the

HORSE RAFFLE
benefit dinner will be held at the Eagle’s Lodge 428 S Main Street Pendleton

on Sunday, November 13, 2011 at 3pm to 8pm, auction starts at 5pm.

5.$ 00
Per Ticket

Bronson Lumber Co.
Available At The
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Truck Load of Toy’s

Drive

The Grande Ronde Friends of NRA
Invite You to Attend the Annual

Dinner & Auction Fund Raiser
4:30 pm - 10:00 pm

Blue Mountain Conference Center
Live Auction - Silent Auction - Special Drawings - Door Prizes
Limited Edition Firearms - NRA Limited Edition Commissioned Art
Custom Knives - Special Ladies’ Merchandise - And Much More !

Advanced ticket sales only! Tickets will be held at the door!

For additional information on tickets, sponsorship, donations, or to assist the committee, please call

 General Liability - Bonds - Builders Risk
Equipment - Tools- Work Comp

Business Auto

La Grande
Call Jacque
541-963-7557

Elgin
Call Christy
541-437-2700

Call today for a

We are gearing up to bring
Under privileged kids a toy

During the Christmas holiday
All donations well stay

And will be Distributed by
T

Local, right here in Union Co.

Here In Island City, Oregon.
Donations can be made at

Chris @ 541-910-6222
For information, contact



BRONSON

541-963-2161

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

4pc. 18v CORDLESS TOOL SET

19.$ 99

WOLF .223 AMMO

6.99$

Box

ALL NEBO FLASHLIGHTS
10% OFF

Year
Extended

Heating Element
Warranty

65.99

18v Drill
THAN AMAZON.COM

$

299.99$

165.$ 99

HITACHI
10” COMPOUND MITER SAW

WITH LASER

LOWER PRICE

99$114.
MUT EOD
LEATHERMAN


