
I grew up in what they call a “fire and brimstone” Baptist church. My father was attending Multno-
mah Bible College to become a minister. Upon his graduation, he was a pastor at several small com-
munity churches. Of course, the vivid descriptions of judgment, and eternal damnation, to
encourage repentance did not always fit the culture of “Love thy neighbor” that most modern
churches have adopted. Eventually my father left the private sector churches to pursue a career as a
state prison Chaplin. Ironically it turns out that prison is still as close as you can get to hell on
Earth and subsequently, my father’s hard nosed, unforgiving, fire and brimstone messages fell on
desperately eager ears, making his final career choice a fitting one.

   I always found it amusing that the very thought of fire and brimstone was enough to change a
man’s course.  Moreover, true repentance can transform a man’s grim and hopeless life into a shin-
ing new example for good. As a preacher’s son, and a bit of a hell raiser in my younger years, I never
quite bought into the concept of desperate repentance, but my skepticism was completely erased
with one simple fire.

   September 14, 2011 marks the third year anniversary of the Bronson Lumber Co. fire. I can hon-
estly say I will never forget that Sunday morning. The first week was the worst. As the fire inspectors
and investigators sifted through the rubble that was once our livelihood, we could do nothing but
watch and wait, hoping that we could salvage something from the debris. Watching the smoldering
pile of ashes was almost more than any of us could bare. When they finally gave us the go ahead to
go in, the transformation was nearly instantaneous. Four months and two days after that horrifying
Sunday morning we were in our new building. Every day I am in awe of our beautiful new building,
and as proud of our new building as we all are, we will never forget that pile of smoldering rubble
that was left after that morning.

   Much like the desperate man who repents and has his life transformed instantaneously, we are
anxious to share with others and to use our experience to help them with their journey out of the
ashes. On February 12, 2011 the Riverside Pavilion experienced its own fire. The pavilion has been
the center piece of our community park for almost 100 years. Its presence has been crucial to family
gatherings and community events since it’s erection in 1914. In fact, the Pavilion’s first community
soiree was the Fourth of July celebration the same year it was completed. Our little community has
raised our children, reunited with friends and family, enjoyed lazy days and even fallen in love in the
shadow of the Riverside Pavilion. Thanks to the persistence and dedication to the preservation of
this community landmark by the local soroptimist group and the City of La Grande, the rebuilding of
the Riverside Pavilion will be starting this month.

   After talking to Robert Strope, the City Manager of La Grande, I was excited to learn that while
some modern upgrades are necessary, capturing the craftsmanship style of the original Pavilion is a
priority. A great example of this dedication to the original style is the trusses. The giant 50’ long, 18’
tall glue-lam beam trusses are constructed of 6”x18” beams and assembled with1/4” plates, bolted
together. As one of the main material suppliers on this community project, we were honored to offer
our almost twenty years of truss building experience, combined with Barreto Manufacturing’s world
class expertise in metal fabrication, to bid the construction of these trusses. While we hope that our
friends and families will be able to admire our craftsmanship for generations to come, we know that
in the end, this Pavilion has already touched our small community more than anyone could have
ever hoped. When it is finally raised from the ashes we will all stand in awe of its beauty and enjoy
its contribution to our community once again.

   As Mr. Strope told of the future greenway project, and how the Riverside Park tied into that proj-
ect, my imagination ran wild with the possibilities this holds for our community. Not only does the
greenway tie Island City and La Grande together in a beautiful walkway along the river, but it pro-
vides opportunity to display memorials, sculptures, historical information, even places to stop and
ponder the beauty of our majestic surroundings. What a fitting way to start your walk, in the
shadow of a new building, a shinning example of new life raised out of the ashes.
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    It seems that many of my daily conversations with people around town, family, clients and friends have
ended up on the topic of our great economy. As I understand the importance of the issue, I also understand
that I could work myself up and fill my head and heart with unneccesary fear. We have seen a very recent
recession, and I have heard the rumors of a possible 2nd recession even worse than the first. It makes me
wonder, though, that if we fear it, talk about it, and let it consume us as a whole.... will we not inadvertantly
cause it to happen for sure?!

    My goal has never been to push my personal views on others, but I would like to share one verse that I am
constantly reminded of.

    With unemployment still high, the stock market going for a roller coaster ride, and the fear rising in the
population, it makes sense for worry to rear it's ugly head. Many say that they are scared because they can't see
the future... can you see the future when the economy is good? I don't think so. I am fully aware of the
struggles and the fears that a bad economy brings financially to a household, but consume me with fear? No
thanks!

    As a household that relies completely from two commission based incomes, I know that finances can be a
struggle. I have taken on the idea to be the opposite of our government... don't spend money unless you have it
to spend. Make your bills priority, and if you have extra at the end of the month (even if it is $50), put it into
savings! Keep your head on straight, be honest in all you do, and work harder than you ever have before.

    I have learned that each person has a set of strengths, and when used to the highest capacity, good things
come from it. Focus on the everyday things that you CAN control, and you will watch your fear and worry ebb
away. It may never vanish, but you can grip onto today. Today is all you have anyway, why worry about
tomorrow?!

Sharron Langdon
Broker

RE/MAX Real Estate Team
2106 Island Ave.

La Grande, OR. 97850

541-963-1000 Office

541-913-4306 Cell

Each office independently

Operation: Got Your Back

At 2:PM October 8th at the EOU Stadium!
And don’t forget to attend the demobilization ceremony

Our troops are coming home! Show your support!
Listen to AM 1450 for alerts as to our troops arrival

owned and operated.
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Show them we’ve Got Their Back!

We Proudly Support Our Troops!



DID YOU KNOW?
There were students enrolled in US schools from kindergarten through
college in October 2009. There are also students who are home-
schooled (ages 5 to 17). The average school has  computer for every
students. The US has  colleges and universities.

                                      A new La Grande based woodworking
shop sprouts up to offer you quality cabinets and custom
furniture. Owners Sam Jacobson, Buddie Crist II and his son,
Buddie Crist III have teamed up to bring you JC Woodworks.
These three craftsmen have 25 years of combined wood working
experience and already have a reputation for quality work at a
fair price. Their shop, and 1800sf showroom, is located in the
old Progressive Paint building on Jefferson. Most of their
furniture is craftsman style, although they are limited only by
your imagination. JC Woodworks is proud to be a part of our
community.  your creative outlet for everything wood; come see
their world class craftsmanship right here at home.
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Just look at that face!  Cooper starts the day with energy and
an eagerness to please.  He likes to play fetch and is quickly

learning to bring the ball back to you.  He prefers to sleep on-
top-of his dog house with his legs crossed!

Cooper is a 1 year old neutered male Shepherd in search of his
new home.  He is good with children, cats, other dogs,

chickens and livestock.  Cooper is a quick learner, walks well
on a leash and he knows basic commands.

Cooper is eagerly waiting for you… his forever home. For more
information, please contact his foster parent (John)

at 503-551-6827 or The Animal Shelter in La Grande
at 541-963-0807.

Cooper is a one year old
Shepherd waiting to find

his new home.

Operation: Got Your Back

At 2:PM October 8th at the EOU Stadium!
And don’t forget to attend the demobilization ceremony

Our troops are coming home! Show your support!
 I know what you’re thinking... Another coffee stand, really?

I would have thought the same thing, if not for being lucky
enough to have helped this energetic young couple with their
gravel selection as they told me about their new business venture
with the excitement of a couple of kids at Christmas.  Jenna
Blanc and Justin Russell are the owners of the new Antlers
Espresso in La Grande. Jenna has been serving customers coffee
since 2003 and is passionate about her business. “What makes
us stand out from the crowd? Quality!” says Jenna. “I guarantee
quality coffee and quality service.” You won’t leave feeling like
you wasted your money on another hum drum cup of joe. And,
once you get a shot of Jenna’s personality, you might just give
up coffee all together. “Every cup of coffee comes with a smile.”

     As clearly as Jenna will be running the smiles department,
her partner Justin, handles purchasing with every bit as much
enthusiasm. Coffee connoisseurs rejoice! Justin is serving the
2011 coffee roaster of the year, Dillanos. These masters of the
coffee universe hail from Sumner, WA, and boast the best flavor
in the northwest. As if serving the best coffee was not enough,
Justin has hunted up fresh daily pastries and even local coffee
baristas. All hired help will be EOU students, a fact that the
couple is very proud of.

So why Antlers?I have to admit, the name threw me until I
saw the couples extra curricular activities... Apparent hunters
and avid shed seekers, Antlers Espresso titles their lives very
well. If you see their company logo you will know they go into
this venture whole heartedly. Welcome to the Grande Ronde
Valley guys, we will all see you soon...

Grocery Outlet

Pick up your flag or ribbon at
Show them we’ve Got Their Back!

one of these supporting businesses

Bronson Lumber Co.

D&B Supply

Furniture West

Primo’s Pizza

Norco Welding Supply

Legacy Ford
We Proudly Support Our Troops!



www.bronsonlumber.com
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Thank you for reading
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