
   One of my favorite quotes of all time is the original Ralph Waldo Emerson mousetrap quote;

    You’re probably thinking I’m loony about now. The famous Ralph Waldo Emerson mousetrap quote
should sound something like;

  And you would almost be right. You see, it was 28 years after Emerson died that Mr.
Elbert Hubbard’s admitted kabojolism of this quote occurred. While the oft-quoted remark in favor of
innovation has inspired generations of inventors, Hubbard was trying to explain how his manufacturing
company was able to attract large numbers of visitors to the tiny village of East Aurora, New York.
Hubbard admits that he wrote the mousetrap witticism, then “gave it specific gravity by attributing it to
one Ralph Waldo Emerson.”

    The first time I heard this rouse, I was appalled at the lie Hubbard had told, but after much thought,
I have come to believe that Hubbard did not lie. He merely told the truth a little more powerfully than
what was completely accurate. Although the promise of fame and fortune for building a better mousetrap
turned out to be false; in 1928 Chester M. Woolworth offered the world a much improved mousetrap; It
was sold for twelve cents. The price of the older, less effective mousetrap, however, was only five cents.
As it turns out, once a mouse has been caught, most people dispose of both mouse and trap. No one
wants to throw away a trap that costs two and a half times as much to replace. Even less does anyone
wish to clean and reuse it.

    So why, you may ask, do I prefer the original quote to the more common quote? I do value originality,
but honestly it is the perceived subject that sways my interest. One focuses on innovation, the other on
the rewards of a job well done. The more common quote has been relayed to every American for decades
to promote ingenuity and innovation. It’s a cornerstone of creative thinking the world over. When I
think of the first time I heard this quote, images of the space shuttle and Neil Armstrong’s walk on the
moon flooded my mind.

    On the other hand, the original quote congers up images of Contractors like Palmer Dobbs, Daniel
Jacobson, Steve Grant, Joel Donivan and Dale Chandler to name a few. While you don’t hear their
advertisements blaring on the radio, or see their names plastered on t-shirts and signs everywhere you
look, ask someone who has had work done by them and you will learn what a happy customer sounds
like. While none of these men value fame or attention or brag about themselves, like so many others,
they all share a common fame. It’s the proof of Ralph Waldo Emerson’s mousetrap quote;

    Ralph Waldo Emerson definitely got it right; you don’t need a trap if you provide quality and service
that surpasses the average expectations of today’s world. Ask around and you will fast find the truth,
whether it be a little more powerfully than what was completely accurate or not.
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"Some people dream of success... while others wake up and work hard for it." -Author
Unknown

     What is success? Many believe that success is directly related to wealth, or the material
assets of this world that so many people desire for. I, on the other hand, tend to agree with
the dictionary as it defines success: the achievement of something desired, planned or
attempted.

     Who can measure your achievements? Only YOU can! Six years ago, I came to La Grande
to attend EOU in dreams of becoming a doctor over time. Two years into my degree, my life
switched courses, and I set out to become a real estate agent in Union County. Barely
knowing anyone, in a business that is all about 'who you know', many looked at me and said
that I would not have success in life in comparison to becoming a doctor.

     Success in real estate to me, three years ago at the start of my career, seemed like a
distant dream. Looking back over the roller coaster of emotions, disappointment, uncertainty
and the unknown, I can see that one thing has always been a constant; hard work. You will
not obtain your goals while going at it half motivated!

     My husband and I own a 'starter' home, I am not the richest agent in the county, and I
don't have what many people would consider 'success'. From my perspective, though, I am a
SUCCESS. I have built a referral business that I can be proud of based from honesty,
integrity and everyday service to my clients. My goal has been achieved and is still moving
forward.

    Success can be yours too! It means getting up and working HARD for it! It means it will
probably not be easy. It means you have to stay motivated and push through even when you
want nothing more than to give up! Trust me, the sweat, tears and hard work are well worth
the achievement of success!

Sharron Langdon
Broker
RE/MAX Real Estate Team
2106 Island Ave.
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     So much hoopla has been made lately about the plight of the working class. The American economy is in a
tailspin and its primary victims are the hard-working Americans that once-upon-a-time made this country the
most prosperous in history. It is claimed that millions of Americans are searching for work; sending out resumes,
cold-calling businesses, begrudgingly accepting assistance from the state, and struggling to make ends meet. To
this, I say “bollocks”. Let's stop believing the fallacy that all Americans are hungry for a job and believe in the
virtues that once made our country great!

     As a local contractor that chooses to take on more work than I can handle alone, I rely on employees to help
complete the jobs I take on. Naturally, I look for those individuals that exhibit the same qualities I feel embody
my and my businesses, goals. Sometimes, I succeed and sometimes I don't. When I do find a person that fits
these parameters, the feeling is more than one of financial gratitude. The feeling of working together towards a
common goal that benefits not only employee and employer, but customer as well is, very satisfying.

     Unfortunately, and this is the impetus for this letter, I find that many people are not willing to work. Yes,
simply work, and all that entails. Everyone without a job says they want to work and are willing to do whatever it
takes to get one, but I have found that this is just not the case. Apparently, working a construction job for $10 an
hour is not enough reason to get out of bed in the morning; at least not on time. Perhaps the lowly sum of $10
an hour is no longer worth hard work, respect, or showing up to work sober, or at all. Perhaps it is better to
collect unemployment and wait for your dream job, or one that pays more, or the mill to open back up... Maybe
that’s what you deserve. Say hello to the modern-day American working class.

     I have been working my particular trade for well over a decade, and when I started I was terrified of making a
mistake. I had just got my drivers license and it was summer break. I was so scared of making a mistake that I
showed up to work on-time everyday, 10 minutes early. If I completed a task and I didn't have anything to do I
would grab something and move it, organize the tools and equipment, or go find the boss and ask what to do
next. You would not find me standing around waiting. Nor would you find me smoking on a job, or wearing
headphones, or texting my girlfriend. Sometimes low self-esteem is a good thing.

     What is going on? How has it become acceptable, and often times encouraged, to be mediocre at ones
profession? If I am not mistaken it has been America's working class that has been one of our greatest assets, if
not the greatest. If the majority of our citizens are not interested in taking pride in their jobs or even working at
all, then I do not see a bright future ahead. Hard work is not some radical left- or right-wing extremist viewpoint.
It is not exclusive to republican or democrat, Christian or Catholic, man or woman. Perhaps, it is one of the few
commonalities that have existed among the myriad groups that have helped America flourish from its founding.
If working for ones paycheck is too much to ask of most of our working class, I fear the worst for the rest of
America, for as the working class goes, so goes America.
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by: R. McKenzie

The Myth of America's Unemployed

     Representative Bob Jenson (R-Pendleton) and Representative Greg Smith (R-Heppner)
helped Oregon’s loggers achieve a major victory in the passage of House Bill 2563. HB
2563 permanently extends the personal property tax exemption which was due to sunset
in 2018. the personal property tax exemption applies to certain logging equipment in-
cluding machinery manufactured before 1992. Eligible machinery includes newer cats,
skidders, log loaders, single-grip harvesters, delimbers, skyline and swing yarders.
    “Representative Greg Smith and Representative Bob Jenson are both respected
members in the Oregon House of Representatives and work hard for their constituents.
Their votes without doubt would bring additional support and respect to this bill,” said
Kevin Campbell (Associated Oregon Loggers)

    “This bill will help in the retention, expansion and creation of jobs for one of
Northeast Oregon’s key industries. However, it cannot be the end in our efforts”
"The average small logging company saves $2,500 a year under this exemption," said
Representative Greg Smith. “During these tough economic times, our small businesses
need all the help they can get. This bill is also important for saving natural resources jobs
in Eastern Oregon and throughout our state."

JENSON & SMITH HELP LOGGERS

“Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, we shall pay any
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