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     For years, this well known idiom made perfect sense to me. If something is like shooting fish
in a barrel, it is so easy that success is guaranteed. Like most of you, I have never actually shot
fish in a barrel and have no idea where the phrase even came from. Apparently, prior to the days
of refrigeration, fish were packed and stored in large barrels. The barrels were packed to the rim
full of fish. As such, any shot that entered the barrel would be guaranteed to hit at least one of
them. This being the case, nothing would be easier than shooting fish in a barrel. I was still not
sure that I would have an opportunity to use this idiom in life, but I have heard it said that
anyone who has never made a mistake has never tried anything new. Long story short, I tried
something new.

     While planning last years gun show, I thought it would be a great idea to provide a fishing
pond for the kids. I’m sure you have all been to a sportsman’s show and seen the kids packing a
half dead fish in a plastic bag that they just pulled from the fishing pond. The attraction always
looks to be a big hit and it seemed simple enough. I called around to several other Northwest
shows, hoping to find a ready made operation of some sort. Nobody seemed to be overly helpful
on the matter, and looking back, I am surprised that they didn’t warn me to run for dear life.

     Being the resourceful type that I am, I decided to build my own kids fishing pond. I
contacted Behlen Country out of Baker City, and they graciously donated two 9’ round poly
stock tanks for use as fishing ponds. After I got the tanks situated, I called our friends at Crop
Production Services to fill the “ponds”. Using two sump pumps from our rental department to
create a fountain effect in the center of the ponds and oxygenate the water, we were almost ready
for the fish. One of the pumps had to be raised so that the water would bubble adequately, so I
stuck a few bricks under the pump to raise it to the right height and we were ready. Accelerated
Construction showed up with 500 fish, which they had purchased from Trout Lodge in Hood
River. We distributed the fish as evenly between the two ponds as we could and waited for a bit
to make certain that they would be ok.

Early the next morning, I walked back to the make shift fish ponds, only to find that some-
thing had gone terribly wrong during the night. As I got closer to the ponds, I discovered what
looked to be a ring of fish laying on the ground a good six feet around the first pond. I will spare
you the details, but the long and short of it is, the pump got plugged and stopped working. It
was at that very moment that I realized, I was the world’s greatest fisherman. Of coarse I would
be put into the same class as Crocodile Dundee fishing in the New York harbor, but still… The
next few hours were spent cleaning up and erasing any existence of our first fishing pond from
the world.

     I am fairly certain that I exceeded some kind of state fishing limit, and I am positive that I
am in no way going to attempt a kids fishing pond at this years Gun Show. I do, however, want
to thank Behlen Country, Crop Production Services, Bronson Rentals, Accelerated
Construction, and Trout Lodge, for supporting my attempt at something new. While I chalked
it up as a mistake on my part, the smiles on the kids faces from catching the remaining fish
proved the event to be successful beyond all of our hopes. This years Grande Rounde Gunarama
is scheduled for May 12 & 13 and will be spectacular! The Oregon National Guard will be
handling the entertainment for the kids this year, and we hope to see you all there. If you’re
interested in participating in the show, give us a call. I promise, it will be better than shooting
fish in a barrel; meaning, success is guaranteed...
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“The Fisherman; there he
stands, draped in more

equipment than a telephone
lineman, trying to outwit an

organism with a brain no bigger
than a breadcrumb, and getting

licked in the process.”
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     I have two stories I want to share about my business; two stories that have helped me
figure out who I am as a Realtor.

     My first year in the business, I thought for sure I would be all about new construction and
commercial business. My first story happened to be my second sale in my career, and is one
that I remember most vividly. I had a couple in their mid-60's come to talk to me about
purchasing a home. After talking about wants, needs and can't haves, I asked if they needed to
sell a home in order to buy one. Looking at each other, they said no, this would be their first
home purchase in their lives! They spent most of their lives raising their children, renting the
cheapest homes they could find, and put all three of their kids through college (debt free). As
this was a major accomplishment and priority in their life, they seemed proud, but told me
they were ready to do something for themselves. So, our adventure started, and 5 weeks later,
I walked them through a house that fit all their needs and wants! Within minutes, they told
me it was 'the one'. The negotiations went smoothly, financing and home inspections
wonderfully, and 5 weeks later, I stood in their new living room handing them the keys to
their first home! As she hugged me and cried in joy, I knew I had found something special.

     My second story is fairly recent, one that makes me realize more than ever, that a home is
truly where the memories of life happen! A young couple, after years of dating, decided to
start out on the right path to a great investment, and asked for help in finding their first
home. Only three weeks in, they found the perfect home, offered on it and was accepted.
Smooth sailing through the process, the day had come to get the keys to their first home...
and keys were not the only thing in store! In addition to receiving their keys, they announced
they were happily engaged to be married! (What a perfect day to propose!)

     Over the last four years, I have worked with many different clients and situations. Some
investors, commercial, bare land, acreage, first time home buyers, upgrader families, families
looking to downsize, home flippers, and people looking for rentals. As I enjoy everything I do
in real estate, I have found my true niche is with first time home buyers, no matter what the
age. Educating a buyer about the market, showing homes that they could put some repairs
into to help their value, holding their hand through the process, and celebrating through the
entire time with them is where my true joy is. Everyone has a specialty, whether they know it
or not; I am blessed to have found mine.

     Alongside first time home buyers, I love looking for the right investments that can be
flipped, or rented, for the right amount in our market. My husband and I bought a fixer
upper, and I love sharing my experience with like minded buyers! My excitement and
enthusiasm goes a long way for my business, because I love what I do.

     Find your niche in your business or work place, and strive to enhance it. Not only will you
reap the benefits, but the people around you will be touched as well! When you can make a
memory, your clients and customers will talk about you and help your business grow! This is
the most impactful way to advertise, and it is right there for you to grab onto!
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Is your life affected by someone’s drinking?

888-425-2666 or 541-568-4856
866-285-0617

663-6200

Well howdy there folks, Sue's the name I'm a
8 year old Border Collie mix. (Border Collies

are a athletic herding breed that is often
considered the most intelligent of all dogs).
I've spent the majority of my life outside

with cattle, so I could use a patient owner to
train and teach me how to be a real pet. I

love other dogs and I'm great with kids. I'm
a gal looking for my own companion to
provide me with physical exercise and

mental stimulation in addition to a comfy
bed. Hopefully we can meet up so I can

convince you in person that I'll make a great
pet.  The natural life span of the Border
Collie is 10-17 years. The adoption fee
includes spay, microchip ID, vaccines and

plenty of post adoption support!

Donations of supplies help keep the shelter
running and keep overhead costs down.
Please bring donations to The Animal
Shelter 3212 Hwy 30 LaGrande, OR

Monday through Friday 10:00 AM to 6:00
PM or Saturday's 1:00 PM - 5:00 PM.

Monetary donations are always appreciated
however bleach, laundry soap, collars,

leashes, Lysol wipes, stamps, paper towels,
tennis balls, dog treats including peanut

butter.

How can you help the animals?  Saturday,
March 24th is our monthly volunteer

training class. The class will be held at The
Animal Shelter from 11:00 AM to 1:00
PM.  Volunteering at The Animal Shelter
gives you a chance to make a difference.
Our goal is to make our animals more
adoptable and allow every animal positive

dedicated time with trained volunteers daily.
Dog walking is guaranteed to keep both you
and the dogs healthy and happy. Domestic
cats, especially kittens, are known for their
love of play. In addition cleaning and

clerical needs are ever present.

www.bronsonlumber.com

Special deals, hot buys, contests, and more...

COMING SOON
Bronson Lumber TV

Watch short informational videos on our facebook page!
Learn from the pros how to get the job done, what the
best products are, tips and tricks. Our experianced staff
Will show you what’s hot and what’s not. Tune in to our

Facebook page to see what everyone's raving about!

Want more? Check out our web site!

If your not our friend, you could be missing out...
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Pre-Order Your Roofing For Spring and Save!

$68.PER.sq
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