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   I can always tell when Valentine’s Day is upon us; paper hearts appear in store front
windows, piles of chocolate boxes start stacking up in front of the cash registers, the
price of roses goes through the roof, and jewelry advertisements flood the air ways. As
we approach the lovers holiday this year, I thought it appropriate to talk about one of
my favorite aspects of this popular holiday; the kiss, and not just any old kiss, but the
perfect kiss.

   For those of you who do not know, kissing is the act of pressing one’s lips against
the lips of another. A kiss may be used to express the sentiments of love passion af-
fection respect greeting friendship, and good luck, among many others. In some situ-
ations, a kiss is a ritual, formal or symbolic gesture indicating devotion, respect or
greeting, as in the case of a bride and groom kissing at the conclusion of a wedding
ceremony, national leaders kissing each other in greeting, and in many other situa-
tions. During the middle ages, people signed legal contracts by making an “X” on the
document and then kissing it to pledge their honor, giving meaning to the phrase,
“sealed with a kiss”.

   There has been much hoopla about the first kiss, and subsequently, there is a sort of
stigma surrounding the first kiss, which seems almost childish to me. It has been my
personal experience that the first kiss is not always as perfect as any of us anticipate it
to be. While I am not an expert of any sort of the word, I have shared a few first kisses
in my day, and I have always eagerly anticipated the first kiss. I am a firm believer
that with a good first kiss something new has been created and you should be left feel-
ing those butterflies in your stomach. Of course, without the butterflies, a kiss is just a
kiss…

   The awe inspiring perfect kiss is boasted to be a once in a life time marvel of modern
science. It is said that some see fireworks, while others hear bells or even symphony
orchestras playing in the breeze. I, myself, had always imagined my perfect kiss being
accompanied by Aerosmith, playing “ .” Unfortunately,
my Liv Tyler is no where to be found as of yet, so I will not be able to confirm the sup-
posed sound track for the perfect kiss.

   As I have said earlier, I have found that the first kiss does not ever seem to live up
to it’s expectation of being the perfect kiss, although I would like to believe that these
two are somehow linked. In my mind, the perfect first kiss would have to be big, per-
haps even staged in some way. For instance, if I was aiming for the perfect first kiss, I
would fly to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, to the birthplace of the Hershey’s Kiss. While
standing in the middle of a room filled with all sorts of different flavored kisses, (and
of course wearing a “kiss me” button on my shirt) I would ask her to pick her perfect
kiss. As I pull her close, Aerosmith would be playing in the back ground…

   So now that I have expressed my hopeless romantic side, let me get real. All men are
pretty much the same. Whether or not they are honest enough to admit it, I don’t
know, but I will tell it to you straight. We all want the same things; some of us just
want them more than others. I haven’t found my special someone just yet, and it
might take a few more tries before I get my perfect kiss. While I patiently wait for that
special person to show up, I am lucky enough to have the best friend a boy could ever
have. Every time I get a kiss from my dog Cody, I am sure he hears Aerosmith playing
in the back ground…
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Sylvester Stallone     For those of you that are still reading intently, you will not find the following
information in publications like Vogue, or Cosmopolitan magazines, where you
would expect to find it. While I am not charging you for the following morsels
of wisdom that I am about to reveal, they are quite possibly the most important
tidbits of valuable information you will discover this year.
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Sharron Langdon
Broker

RE/MAX Real Estate Team
2106 Island Ave.
La Grande, OR. 97850
541-963-1000 Office
541-913-4306 Cell
Each office independently
owned and operated.

Women's Basketball
A - 2/3/2012 Corban University

A - 2/4/2012 NW Christian University

A - 2/10/2012 The College of Idaho

H - 2/11/2012 Walla Walla University

H - 2/17/2012 Waren Pscific College

H - 2/18/2012 Concordia University

CASCADE CONFERENCE TOURNAMENT

 2/21/2012 First Round TBA

Men's Basketball
A - 2/3/2012 Corban University

A - 2/4/2012 NW Christian University

A - 2/10/2012 The College of Idaho

H - 2/17/2012 Waren Pscific College

H - 2/18/2012 Concordia University

CASCADE CONFERENCE TOURNAMENT

2/22/2012 First Round TBA

Feruary 2012
H - Home Game    A - Away Game

2012 is the Year!
2/24/2012 Semifinals TBA

2/27/2012 Championship TBA

2/25/2012 Semifinals TBA
2/28/2012 Championship TBA

Valentines Masquerade Benefit Ball

An elegant dinner, silent auction, music and dancing.
Advanced tickets available at The Animal Shelter for $30.00 per person.

Your friends may not
know who you are

But you’ll all know who
You’re helping

    You have heard many real estate agents say "Right now really is a good time to buy!"... it is the
phrase that makes so many people in the public feel like real estate agents are just sales people out
for a commission. Selling real estate is a description of my career, but I like to think about it as
helping my friends and family buy or sell their home to make their next goals come true.

   Am I a sales person? Yes. BUT, if the situation does not look out for my clients best interest, I
will tell them, even when it means my income is on the line. Are all agents like this? I would like
to believe this, but no, not all are. Although, I can say, with the economy dropping over the last
few years, many agents have gone out of business, and the ones still around are in it for a career
they love, not just a commission!

   Real estate has progressively gotten harder. The market has made it difficult for owners to sell
their home by themselves, and the importance of using a real estate agent in a transaction has
become more apparent. Foreclosures, short sales, bank owned properties, homes that can't finance
under a traditional loan... these are all over the market, nationwide! It is our education that helps
these homes get new owners!

   Now, is it a great time to buy? More than ever, I think it is! According to the National
Association of Realtors, pending sales (homes under a current transaction for sale), is up by 5.6%
from last year. Also, existing home sales (homes that have closed the transaction) are up by 3.6%
from last year! Interest rates, just 20 years ago, were well over 10%! We have seen a steady decline
over the last few years, and currently we are below 4% interest!

   According to Margaret Kelly, CEO of RE/MAX International, 2012 is the year! Inventory is
good for a buyer to choose from, interest rates make it affordable, and banks are ready to go! As
Kelly said in her latest news release, if you don't buy now, you will someday look back and tell your
family and friends "I wish I would have bought in 2012!"

   Still not convinced? Give me a call today to talk about our market and what the market could
hold for you!



2012 is the Year!
Is your life affected by someone’s drinking?

888-425-2666 or 541-568-4856
866-285-0617

Donations are needed at The
Animal Shelter

663-6200

Postage stamps
Bathroom tissue

Lysol wipes
Leashes

     Bleach & Laundry soap

Rabies Shot $13.00

Rabies Shot with Dog License $22.00
law mandates that all dogs be licensed
yearly. Now thanks to our new yearly
tags this will be easier to remember.

This year’s 2012 Red Fire Hydrant tag
is available starting February 1, 2012

Please leave your animal in the car
while you complete the necessary

paperwork

If Chico was interviewing for The Little
Rascals, he would certainly get the job.
Just like Petey, Chico is great with kids

& loves attention.  The Pit Bull is an
exceptional breed where irresponsible

owners have done damage to these dogs
reputation.  Chico is a 2 year old altered

male. He  is a gentle, playful and will
make a great family dog.

10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Dr. Henry from

Animal Shelter will host
Rabies Clinic February 4th, the

Valentines Masquerade Benefit Ball

Saturday
Feb. 11th, 2012

La Grande.

At the
Mari dell Center

1124
Washington Ave

Call Elisa At
541-963-0807
For Details

Join us in the fourth annual Union County

2012
Saturday, February 18

Help Support the efforts of Community Connection of Northeast Oregon
To fill the heating gap for Union County families.

Sherry Mendoza
541-805-8823

sherry.mendoza7@gmail.com
http://w4wno.drupalgardens.com

Need a Pledge form or have
Questions Contact:

Starts at Maridell Center
1124 Washington Ave. La Grande

Registration for the walk 10:00 - Noon
Prizes for highest

$$ collected
Get your pledge form today!!!



541-963-2161

WWW.LEGACYDIRECT.COM

Malarkey
Madness
FEBRUARY 1st - MARCH 17th
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Pre-Order Your Roofing For Spring and Save!

$68.PER.sq

Silly
Rabbit

Tricks are
For Kids!

MH

ONLY AT THE

30yr. Highlander
00


